
Field Research Assistant - Job Posting 

December 2025 

Summary of the Organization 

This position is with development economists at the University of California San Diego. The 
Principal Investigators include Dr. Sara Lowes, Fulvia Budillon and Andre Gray. The position 
will involve full-time field work in Inhambane Province, Mozambique.  

Summary of the Role 

This position is a project management role to oversee a health economics RCT in Mozambique. 
The research assistant will manage field operations for a study of the integration of traditional 
healers into the formal healthcare system in Mozambique. Many rural households seek out 
healthcare from informal providers that treat patients using local knowledge of plants and 
indigenous practices. The project investigates whether training these traditional healers to 
recognize and refer severe illness cases to conventional healthcare facilities can increase patient 
visits to clinics and hospitals and improve healthcare outcomes. The study is implemented in 
collaboration with local university and NGO partners and involves extensive fieldwork in 
Inhambane, Mozambique. The research assistant will lead the full-scale implementation of data 
collection for the project and also assist in survey design and data analysis tasks.  

Timeline 

The field post is expected to last between 6-10 months, beginning in March 2026. 

Responsibilities 

Assisting in all aspects of project implementation, including logistics, project management and 
data collection, in collaboration with local partners.  

Managing the daily activities of a team of Portuguese-speaking field enumerators (leading 
training sessions, preparing and piloting survey materials, ensuring proper use of field and 
survey equipment). 

Conducting regular quality checks and monitoring project databases to ensure accuracy and 
consistency. 

Collaborating with local implementation partners to ensure smooth execution of the project. 

Communicating regularly with the Principal Investigators. 

Qualifications 

Bachelor’s degree (or currently completing one) in Economics, Development Studies, Public 
Policy, Political Science, Sociology or a related field. 



Strong interest in development economics, public health, field research., and survey design. 

Fluency in Portuguese and English (required). 

Previous experience living and working in developing countries is highly preferred. 

Strong initiative, ability to work independently  

Excellent organizational and problem-solving skills. 

Ability to manage groups of people and work effectively in a team. 

How to Apply 

To apply for the role, send a CV and a cover letter to adgray@ucsd.edu and fbudillo@ucsd.edu.  

Apply by February 13th, 2026.  


